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GRANARD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in Granard Library 
on Tuesday, 07 May 2024 at 3.30pm



CATHAOIRLEACH:		Councillor Turlough McGovern

MEMBERS PRESENT:		Councillors Paraic Brady, Colin Dalton, Garry Murtagh
	
IN ATTENDANCE: 		Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services
				Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer	
				Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer


APOLOGIES	 		Councillor PJ Reilly 

MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:	           	Ms. Claire McNabola 	



1. ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated. 

[bookmark: _Hlk162432701]On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Minutes of Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 26 March 2024, as circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Minutes of Granard Municipal District Committee Meeting held on the 26 March 2024, as circulated.


2. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

None 


3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 

None 
4. MANAGEMENT REPORT INCORPORATING AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT 

Barbara Heslin highlighted the following from the Management Report and responded to queries raised by the Elected Members:
· Clar 2024 Scheme, Barbara highlighted the different aspects and application process for Measure 1, 2 and 3
· Community Recognition Fund 2024 
· Built Heritage Conservation Grants Update 
· Heritage Research and Engagement Programme 2024 
· Update on Regeneration Projects
· Update on Active Travel schemes in Granard 
· Longford Tourism 
· Housing Capital update, vacant properties, vacant properties refurbishment grant applications/approvals etc

David Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report and responded to queries raised by the Elected Members –
· General Roadworks
· Low-Cost Safety Scheme (LCSS)
· Community Involvement Schemes (CIS)
· Drainage 
· Local Improvement Schemes (LIS)

Councillor Paraic Brady welcomed the safety works on the Monaduff to Ballinamuck stretch of road which is being carried out in conjunction with the new walkway.  He enquired about the timing of the second call for Festivals funding from the Tourism Office.  Councillor Brady asked for clarity in relation to funding for a pedestrian crossing from the doctor’s surgery.  David agreed to follow up and discuss with the Longford Municipal District team.

In reply to Councillor Turlough McGovern, David provided an update on the Granard Car Park.  He also provided clarification on eligibility for Local Improvement Schemes.

5. SPECIAL PROJECTS/DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk166060525]Councillor Turlough McGovern 

On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern, seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed that: 

· €3,500 be awarded to Higginstown Community Group 


Councillor Colin Dalton  

On the proposal of Councillor Colin Dalton, seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, it was unanimously agreed that: 

· €500 be awarded to Sean Connolly’s Ladies GFC 
· €500 be awarded to Ballinalee Community Development 
· €200 be awarded to Ballinalee Gun Club 
· €250 be awarded to Hillside Club 
· €250 be awarded to Killoe Ladies 
· €300 be awarded to Lus Na Greine Family Resource Centre 

6. NOTICE OF MOTIONS SET OUT HEREUNDER

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Garry Murtagh, seconded by Paraic Brady
(i) I call on Granard Municipal District to seek funding for 2 Low-Cost Safety Schemes at:
· R198 intersected via Legga road, Junction
Response:
This Junction is already listed on the Low-Cost Safety Schemes list and will be included in the list sent to the Department of Transport in Sept 2024.
· On the Aughnacliffe to Granard L-10451-0 road at Sonnagh Road L5089.
Response:
Longford County Council will examine this junction and assess if a LCSS is appropriate. If a suitable solution is possible then this site will be placed on the LCSS list. However, there are already quite a number of schemes on this list and funding is generally only sufficient to complete one or two each year.


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Paraic Brady, seconded by Garry Murtagh
(i) I call on Longford County Council as part of the realignment and traffic calming measures to make footpaths wheelchair accessible in the village of Drumlish.

Response:
Longford County Council always endeavour to make all new paths wheelchair accessible and disability friendly. The Council also will endeavour to retrofit wheelchair access points and other disability friendly measures such as Dimpled paving slabs, to existing paths within the constraints of budgets available. There are no specific funding streams available for retrofitting paths and the amount of footpath funding available each year is minimal and barely covers necessary repairs.


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Paraic Brady, seconded by Garry Murtagh 

(ii) I call on Longford County Council to seek funding for the construction of a footpath from the village of Ballinamuck, to Ballinamuck graveyard.

Response: 
The situation as outlined by Cllr Brady regarding the planning history of the proposed path extension from the village down towards the 98 bar is correct. Enforcement of the planning conditions are addressed by the Planning Section of Longford County Council.

As regards funding of new footpaths, there is very limited funding available each year from Longford County Council’s budget, and it is necessary to strike a balance between the repair of existing sub-standard footpaths and the provision of new footpaths. 

In regard to the issue with the telecommunications poles recently erected in Ballinamuck village is a matter for Planning Section. The installation of poles within private land would normally require Planning Permission, while such installation along the public road (in the public verge) would require Section 254 approval.

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of Granard MD will be held on Tuesday, 25 June 2024.


This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________
               Claire McNabola 
               Meetings Administrator.


Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 25 June 2024.

                     
Signed: _______________
              Cathaoirleach.
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